
TIPS ON PHOTOGRAPHING YOUR PETS

My aim is to provide you with a high quality, realistic drawing 
of your pet that you can treasure. For this to happen the first 
and most important thing is, high quality photos. I can’t stress 
enough how important high quality photos are for a detail-
oriented artist. The better the photos the better the final portrait.

Quality & Clarity

The best photos to work from are high-resolution, clear, focused photos with sharp detail. The 
more detail in your photos the more detail there will be in your final portrait. Blurry photos do not 
show the detail needed to produce a quality portrait. Get as many photos as possible. Especially 
of eyes, nose and coat details. I am sometimes able to work from standard quality or slightly blurry 
photos provided there are a few to work from. Please contact me with what photos you may have 
and we can discuss them.

Light

Natural, outdoor light produces the best results. Bright, overcast day’s usually make for the best 
photos. Very dark or light coated pets can be difficult to photograph if it is too bright. The resulting 
photos often have no detail and an undefined coat colour. It is best to face the pet towards the 
light, so it is behind your back.

Try to avoid using a flash as it can hide detail, colour and give red or glowing eyes.

Angle

It is best to photograph your pet from their eye level with them looking directly at you or just past 
you. It is often helpful to have two people to help achieve this. 

Camera & Photos

It is best to take photos with an actual camera rather than a phone. Often phone cameras take 
dark or unclear photos. They often don’t enlarge clear enough to produce a detailed portrait.

It is sometimes possible for me to come and take photos of your pet. Please contact me for details

Photos can be sent to my physical address and I can return them with the final portrait. Preferably, 
digital images can be emailed directly to me.

Due to copyright issues I cannot work from professional photographers photos without their writ-
ten permission. You will need to seek their permission before I can use their photograph. I have a 
model release form that will need to be signed by the owner of the pet, which can be passed onto 
the photographer to sign. 

Nicola Reif - Pastel Artist



Multiple Pets

If you would like more than one pet in the portrait don’t panic. You don’t need to photograph them 
all together. I am able to produce a portrait of multiples using separate photos of each pet. Often 
this is easier as I can try different layout options for you to choose.

Deceased Pets

The exception to the perfect photo rule is pets that have sadly passed away. Some times all you 
have are poor quality photos. In some circumstances it is possible for me to combine a few photos 
to produce a likeness. Please feel free to contact me with what photos you have and we can talk 
through this.

PHOTO EXAMPLES

Examples of good, clear photos



Examples of poor photos
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***Nelson & surrounding Areas***

If you live in the Nelson area I am happy to come to you and photograph your pets. This way I get 
to meet your pet and get good, clear, high resolution photos to work from. If you would like to take 
advantage of this offer please contact me.


